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Church office will be 

closed December 25  

in observance of 

Christmas and Janu-

ary 1 ,2024 for the 

observance of New 

Years . 
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Saturday December 2 

and Sunday December 

3  11:30 am-1:30 pm 



 

3 

T
ru

n
k

 o
r T

reat 2
0

2
3

 
P

a
sto

r A
d

ria
n

a
  o

r Eric B
u

tler a
t p

a
sto

ra
d

ria
n

a
@

g
ilb

ertu
m

c.o
rg

 



 

4 

Hanging of the Greens    November 26,2023  at 12:30 pm  in sanctuary 
First  Sunday of Advent     December 3rd 
Chili and Caroling                                                December 10  6-8 p.m. 
Cantata                                                                    December 17th 
Blue Christmas Service                                      December 21st (Thurs.) Time – 6:30 p.m. service  
Christmas Eve (Morning Service)                         December 24th  - 9:00 a.m. service* 
Christmas Eve Services     December 24th  4,6,*10 pm 
New Year’s Eve                                                      December 31st  - 9:00 a.m. service* 
 
Additional Items 
Gifts of Hope                                                          November 12th—December 3rd 
Santa’s for Seniors                                               November 12th—December 3rd 
 
*These services will be streamed. 
 

Tentative  Fall 2023  Schedule 

   Please  Save these dates 
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During the month of December we transition our hearts and spirit to the season of      

Advent.  Take a look at the new study for the season! 

 
Choir Sunday School 
Sundays at 9:45am in room 130, the choir meets weekly.  This 

group facilitates their own bible study.  Although primarily choir 

members, anyone is welcome to join them.   

 
Advent Study: Light of the World 
by Amy-Jill Levine 
Explores the biblical texts surrounding the story of Jesus’ 

birth, tracing the Christmas narrative through the stories of 

Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary, the journey to Bethlehem, 

and the visit from the Magi.  This advent study opens up 

dialogue on connections between the Gospel stories to the 

Old Testament, the role of women in first-century Jewish 

culture, and more.   

Pick up a copy of the book or download the audible version 

and join Pastor Rick on Wednesday nights at 6:30pm or 

Pastor Adriana on Sundays at 11am.  Pastor Rick’s class is 

in person and via zoom in room 130.  Pastor Adriana’s class 

is only in person in room 136. 

Pastor Rick’s Wednesday Class   Pastor Adriana’s Sunday Class 
November 29th  6:30pm    November 26th 11am 
December 6th 6:30pm    December 3rd 11am 
December 13th 6:30pm    December 10th 11am 
December 20th 6:30pm    December 17th 11am 
 
Becoming Heart Sisters 
A Bible Study on Authentic Friendships 
This study is by Natalie Chambers Snapp and will be the Sunday 

11am class’ first study of 2024.  Friendships with other women are 

as important to our mental, physical, and spiritual health as rest, 

exercise, and prayer. We don’t just want friends—we need friends. 

God created us for relationship. Yet despite being more connected 

than ever before, we struggle to feel connected. From the false intimacy of social media 

to busyness and relational conflict, there are many challenges to developing authentic 

relationships.  This class will be led by Pastor Adriana Hernandez on Sunday mornings at 

11am in room 136 beginning January 14th.   
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First United Methodist Church of Gilbert offers several ways to contribute to the 

church. If you look at our website (https://gilbertumc.org/) and scroll to the bottom, 

you will see a green button that says Giving and if you enter that, you have the option 

to contribute electronically. This will allow you to set up payments on a schedule.  

 

We also have an option to send envelopes to those request them. These envelopes 

cost us to send and we are finding that many of them are not being used. In an effort 

to cut down on these costs, if you are receiving these envelopes but not using them, 

please let us know so we can stop sending them. Occasionally, our finance secretary 

looks at our records to stop these envelopes from being mailed if a contribution using 

these envelopes has not been mailed in the past year. If this happens and you wish to 

have them mailed again, please notify our office at 480-982-9166, and we will be hap-

py to get them mailed out to you with the next quarter.   
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https://gilbertumc.org/
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Interested in Playing Bells  in Church? 

 

Contact Marilyn Harter  and she will sign you up  

Practice  Wednesday at 5:30 PM  in the choir  

room. 

 

Marilyn can be reached  at 480-330-9238 or   

MarilynHarter@gmail.com 
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Please Don’t Overthink It!! 

The art of volunteering requires a few skills.  They include the courage to sign up, figuring 

out what makes your soul happy to do, and feeling comfortable to ask questions.  The trick 

to do all this is to not to overthink it.  Our church is in need of volunteers in a few areas.  All 

of these areas are really a small time frame to commit to.  Please know that you can try 

something, and if it isn’t your thing, you can try something else.   

 

Some ideas of help we currently need include taking a meal to a homebound person, lead-

ing a study (sometimes we just need someone to cover one week for a regular teacher), 

help organize the new church directory, help with coffee hour, greet people on Sunday 

morning, drive someone to church, or help with small office tasks.  Reach out to the church 

office or fill out the white volunteer card.   
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Thanksgiving Gift Cards  
 

Thank you for your contributions to this annual mission!  In a 

recent sermon by Pastor Rick, he mentions reflecting on how 

we live thankfully every day of our lives. Among so many oth-

er things I am thankful for our church family and the generos-

ity we have shown to others.  We were able to provide $60 

gift cards to 85 community members in need to help with a Thanksgiving meal.  A huge 

thank you to donors, delivery drivers, phone-call makers & map-makers!   

   Thank you First Gilbert  for your support ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most children spend the holidays enjoying time with family, feasts, and beautifully 

wrapped presents.  Unfortunately, for many children and young adults living in foster 

care, Christmas gifts are merely a dream.  Our “Gifts of Hope” holiday campaign is a spe-

cial opportunity to make this time of year a little brighter by providing gifts for children 

and youth in foster care. 
 

Please stop by the patio between services on Sundays starting Nov. 12 to choose a gift to 

purchase. Unwrapped gifts will be due back at church on or before Dec. 3.  We would 

also appreciate donations of gift bag(s) and wrapping paper. Thank you for your gener-

osity!  What better way to get in the Christmas spirit but by helping those in need! 
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The annual family campout is being revived! We have reserved a group campsite at 

 Ponderosa Campground outside Payson for April 26-28, 2024.   
 

Each family/individual will be responsible for bringing their camping gear. We’ll have a campfire (if al-

lowed) or at least a group gathering each night with fellowship & possibly a sing-along. Before breaking 

camp Sunday, there will be a worship service.  In addition to your camping gear, bring along any lawn 

games (corn hole, etc), card or board games you’d like to share. There are hiking trails and lakes near-

by, too. 

 

We’ll divide into 3 groups to provide Sat/Sun breakfast & Sat supper. Fri night supper & Sat lunch will 

be on your own.  So that we will have an idea of how many are interested in joining the fun, there will 

be a signup sheet on the patio for the next few Sundays. If we have enough interest, we’ll need to re-

serve an additional group site. We will not know the cost until it is determined how many are going, as 

the cost will be divided among  

participants. 

 

Please direct any questions to  

Jo Goslar or Elice Province. 
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  FUMC of Gilbert Preschool            Gilbert preschool                   @gilpreschool 
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In November: 
We had a fun filled time learning about Apples and Turkeys.  The preschool students enjoyed 

their pumpkin science activities including describing the inside and outside of the pumpkin,  

observing if a pumpkin will float or sink, and tasting pumpkin pie.  The students enjoyed their 

annual Thanksgiving feast by making a Friendship Mix out of a variety of cereals and candies.  

They shared their feast with a loving parent and Thanks and Fun was had by all.  Finally, each 

preschool student made a special Thanksgiving placemat in the classroom to take home and use 

on Thanksgiving Day! 

www.gilbertpreschool.com   

 

In December: 
The children will be very busy during the month of December.  Two of our favorite  

activities are making and wrapping gifts for our families and celebrating Jesus in the 

classroom with a birthday party.  We will also decorate ice cream cone Christmas trees 

with frosting and candies and make decorations for our class Christmas trees.  Our 

letters for the month of December are S for Star, J for Jesus and K for King.  We will be 

having our special Christmas program, “The Colors of Christmas” at 6:00 in the evening 

on December 14th.  We are looking forward to celebrating the birth of our Savior and 

sharing the Christmas spirit together this holiday season!  

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjJ1qL_jfnZAhVBj1QKHTsPCXcQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://unoy.org/en/twitter-strategy/&psig=AOvVaw34DJ_FxOuzOWLHGI1moS6s&ust=1521573725970710
http://www.gilbertpreschool.com/
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Shop at Fry’s Food Stores with your VIP card and get great savings, earn fuel points, and help 
our church preschool.  Just go online to FrysCommunityRewards.com, log in to your account, 
scroll down to community rewards, and type in DM609 and click save.  You’re all set!  Your 
savings help us to earn money for our wonderful program.  Thank you! 
 

If you have any questions about the preschool, please email preschool@gilbertumc.org or call 480-892-9166.  Lisa 

DePalma  or Ellie Koenig would love to speak with you! 

“The Lord has done great things for us and we are filled with JOY” 
Psalm 126:3 

Registration is coming!  

Registration packets will be available in January for the 2024-2025 school year. We have two day 
and three day a week classes for three year olds and four day a week pre-k classes.  We would 
love to welcome you to our preschool family!  If you’re interested in more information, please 
check out our website- http://gilbertumcpreschool.com/ or give us a call for a tour!  

Advent Activities~ try making an advent chain like this one with 25 strips of construction paper.  
It’s a great visual to countdown to Jesus’ birth! 

Advent Paper Chain 

One Christmas night so long ago, a star shone down so all 

would know,  

That in a manger, on that night, a savior was born, our 

guiding light. 

Now Christmas time is almost here, a very special time of 

year,  

When everyone anticipates, that night when we can cele-

brate.  

As you remove a link each night, remember the start that 

shone so bright 

And told the story of Jesus’ birth, the Son of God, here on 

Earth! 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://phxfr.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Frys-Food-rewards-pg.png&imgrefurl=https://phxfr.org/partners/frys-community-rewards/&docid=joT9jzLU_l6-gM&tbnid=vKKzuY46yllKeM:&vet=10ahUKEwiru6W2g-zWAhUF74MKHcMZAjgQMwiRAignMC
http://gilbertumcpreschool.com/
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December 2023 Children’s Ministry What’s Happening? 

Mission:  collection 

money will go       

towards a foster 

child Gifts of Hope 

in November and December. 

Weds Wilds  at  6:30pm 

in room 205 Kinder-6th  

graders. Register online 

On  our  website.   

We  need this  to be prepared for 

the children please. 

SERIES DESCRIPTION: Have you ever loved 

someone so much that you gave all you 

had to give them the best gift? And when 

the time came to give your gift, your heart 

felt like it would explode with love, joy, and 

excitement? That is a tiny glimpse of the 

heart of God the night Jesus was born.  

CORE INSIGHT: Connection  

 

WEEK ONE: The Angel and Mary (Luke 

1:26-33, 38, 46-49)  
 

WEEK TWO: Jesus Is Born* (Luke 2:1-7)  
 

WEEK THREE: The Shepherds (Luke 2:8-23)  

 

WEEK FOUR: Happy Birthday, Jesus! (Luke 

1:26-2:23)  
 

WEEK FIVE: The Wise Men (Matthew 2:1-

2, 9-11)  

BOTTOM LINE: God gave us Jesus.  
 

MEMORY VERSE: “God loved the world so 

much that he gave his only Son.”  John 

3:16, GNT  

Grades1-6 
Preschool 

SERIES DESCRIPTION The best gift God ever 
gave was Jesus. Because of Jesus, it’s possible 
for us to have a relationship with God that 
will last forever. As we remember the Christ-
mas story, we take time to celebrate the 
greatest gift the world has ever known. 

CORE INSIGHTS: Restoration, Connection 

WEEK ONE: Jesus Is Promised (Micah 5:2, 
Isaiah 9:6-7, Isaiah 7:14-15)Bottom Line: You 
can have hope because God is faithful. 

WEEK TWO: Gabriel Appears to Mary (Luke 
1:26-56)Bottom Line: You can have peace 
because God has a plan. 

WEEK THREE: Jesus Is Born (Luke 2:1-7)
Bottom Line: You can have joy because God 
sent Jesus. 

WEEK FOUR: Shepherds and Angels (Luke 2:8
-20)Bottom Line: God’s love is for everyone. 

WEEK FIVE: Wise Men (Matthew 2:1-12)
Bottom Line: Celebrate Jesus all year  

MEMORY VERSE: “A child will be born to us. A 

son will be given to us. He will rule over us. 

And he will be called Wonderful Adviser and 

Mighty God. He will also be called Father Who 

Lives Forever and Prince Who Brings Peace.” 

Isaiah 9:6, NIrV 

mailto:Children’s%20Ministry
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Jr. High Sunday School  

Room #200  with Ron 

During the 10am Service  

Sr High Sunday school in  

Sr high room #201-202 with Ms. Cindie 

           Follow   us   on  Instagram@fumcyouth 

The whole leadership team and youth leaders are keeping you and your family in our prayers each week. 

Please reach out if you need anything  youthministry@gilbertumc.org !  

SAVE THE DATE MORE UPCOMMING YOUTH EVENTS 

(Activities are tentative and times TBD- keep watching Youth News for details) 

Dec. 3rd- Youth Group: Scavenger Hunt, 11am 

Dec. 10th- Chili and Caroling (all church), 6pm 

Dec. 17th- Youth Group: Youth Christmas Party 

Dec. 24th- Live Nativity Between Christmas Eve Services 

Jan. 7th- YOUTH COUNCIL MEETING 10:45am 

Jan.7th- Youth Group: TBD (following Youth Council Mtg) 

Jan. 14-16th, 2024 Youth Winter Camp at Mingus 

Youth Winter Camp at Mingus 

Jan. 15-17, 2024 

Please register on-line with Mingus 
Mountain, then add yourself to the 
our list to reserve your spot in the 

van! 

Register Here and  

Reserve your Spot in the Van 

https://mingusmountaincamp.org/events/winter-camp/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tboPj3iC5FxiRP_4uuW9eBuDGaSqvdd_6hn_EIDpcC4/edit#gid=473696363
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The  Book  Corner  
December's book is The Christmas Spirit  

by Debbie Macomber   2022  

 

Nvra review of this  

fiction book  which was  

published in 2022. 

 

The Book  Club  will meet  

December 21st at  11:30  in  

Room 130. 

 

 

January's book will be  

The Walk by Richard Paul Evans    

 

                   

 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study  
 

 

Is your New Year’s resolution to pray more? Join us for this 

weekly study of prayer by multiple dynamic authors including a 

video, discussion and self study. Starting January 16th 9:15am 

social time 9:30a-11:15a study time.  If nursery care is needed 

please contact Sonja Ruhland. 
 

Do you have trouble thinking of words to say to God when you 

pray? Are you afraid some emotions are too intense to express 

to God? Do you reach the end of a day only to realize you have-

n’t prayed at all? You’re not alone. Prayer is the way we relate to 

God, but sometimes it’s a struggle. Throughout God’s Word, we 

encounter many voices who teach us how to pray.   

  

In this 7-session study, join with six beloved Bible teachers who 

will help you study prayers in the Bible that can inspire your 

own. You’ll learn that God welcomes your praise and lament, 

your thanksgiving and intercession. You’ll see examples of how 

to pray when you’re alone and when you’re gathered with oth-

ers. Above all, you’ll notice there’s no one right way to pray. As 

you draw near to God through prayer, you’ll find your faith 

strengthened and your heart united to Christ.   

 

Contact Sonja Ruhland at Sonja.ruhland@gmail.com 
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Mark your calendar for these other upcoming events: 

 
 Save the Date  December 2nd for the memorial service for Carol Lungren at 11:00 am in 

Sanctuary. 
 
 Grief share meets on Zoom every Saturday from 8:30 to 10 am. On Dec 2 and 3  

there will be a special Surviving the Holidays for those who have trouble at the 
holidays.Dec 2and 3 11:30-1:30. 

 
 Tuesday Morning  Bible Study  will continue study Jude by Jackie Hill Perry  very Tuesday 

morning at 9:15. Finishing on December 5  and last meeting before Christmas as a potluck 
on December 12. 

 
 Chat and  Chew  meets every Wednesday at  12:00  in  Room 136.  Bring  your 

own lunch  and  join us for Fellowship. 
 
 Christian Women’s Fellowship will meet December 7th in room 130 at 9:30 am 
 
 Join us for Chili and Caroling  on December 10th  at 6-8 pm  in Activity Center. 
 
 Our Christmas Cantana will be held at both services on December 17th.  Please join us to 

hear some very special music. 
 
 Book Club  Meets December 21st at 11:30  am  in  Room 130.  December’s book  is  

The Christmas Spirit by Debbie Macomber. 
 
 Our Blue Christmas service will be held on December 21st at 6:30 pm. 
 
 On December 24th we will have one service in morning at  9:00 am  and services for 

Christmas Eve  at 4, 6 and 10pm.   The 9am and 6pm service will be streamed.   
 
 New Years Eve Day,  December 31st  we  will have one service in  9:00am .   
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Thank You from Gratitude Gathering Program 
Our 14th Annual Gratitude Gathering turned out exactly as we had hoped, thanks to the col-

lective efforts, resources, and time from everyone. How amazing to share gratitude 

and community with everyone who attended!  

 

I personally feel so fortunate and blessed to see our communities and  organizations 

coming together to build collaboration. People like you, make Chandler-Gilbert a  

caring and friendly community, THANK YOU!  

 

Feel free to tag us on your social media posts -- For Our City Chandler & For Our Town  

Gilbert. We will post pictures separately as they become available from our volunteer pho-

tographer. Thank you for your support! 

Wishing you much peace and joy this holiday season! 

Sharon Kotsonas 
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Meaningful Ways to Keep Christ in Christmas 

Keeping Christ in Christmas is more about the way you 

live your life than the things you say, such as “Merry 

Christmas” as opposed to “Happy Holidays.”  the best 

way to keep Jesus Christ in your Christmas celebrations 

is to have him present in your daily life.  After all, He is 

our greatest gift and in keeping with the true spirit of 

Christmas and our Christmas celebration, let’s share 

the good news with each other!   

 

This time of year is a constant battle of time, money, obligations, to-do lists, gatherings, food, 

cards, and oh so much more.  Below are some suggestions to help have a meaningful Christ-

mas.  Everything we do is important (on some level and to someone).  These suggestions are 

to guide your personal experience this holiday season to feel a purpose and connection to the 

child that is the greatest gift of all. 

 

 Plan a project of service this Christmas 

 Gather some friends and family and go Christmas caroling in a nursing home or a  

 children’s hospital. 

 Give a surprise gift of service to each member of your family. 

 Do family devotions on Christmas Eve or Christmas morning. 

 Have a Christian Christmas movie night. 

 Attend a Christmas Eve or Christmas Day church service. 

 Write a Christmas letter to a missionary. 

 Present Jesus as the Best Gift. 

 Sing songs about Jesus instead of Santa. 

 Include Christian symbols in your décor. 

 Share that Christmas lights are a symbol of Jesus, the light of the world. 

 Create a “Tree of Light.” 

 Bring the story of Christ’s birth to life.  Read Luke 2:1-20 together, locate Bethlehem on a 

biblical map.  Bring the story to life. 

 Give “birthday gifts” to Jesus.  You could have a birthday cake for Jesus. 

 Prepare a manger for baby Jesus. 

 Write family prayer requests. 

 Observe advent with your family. 

 Commit to pray with friends.   

 

Our prayer is that each of you find peace and joy in all the preparation for Christmas Day.  
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Congregational Care Support Groups 
For more information about groups and other support 

available, please contact Pastor Adriana at 
 pastoradriana@gilbertumc.org 

or 480-892-9166  

Grief Share Support Group  
For those grieving the loss of someone close to them.  

This support group is led by  Kay Pealstrom. She can be    

contacted at: kay.pealstrom@gmail.com 

 

Kay is the resource for registration, information on obtaining 

materials and sharing the zoom information for the session.  

The support group meets on Saturday mornings from 8am-

10am.   

Homebound Communion:  If you have a friend or family  

member that can not make it to church on Sundays to worship 

in person, please let Pastor Adriana or the office know if he/she 

would like to be added to the Homebound Communion list.  The 

Congregational Care team members extend the communion  

table.  Communion is blessed and served the first Sunday of 

each month.  The CCM team takes the communion to the  

personal homes or a hospital/assisted living setting to share the same communion 

with those who can not make it to church.   

Praying Ministry 

First Gilbert has a team that supports the prayer 

needs of our congregation.  If you are would like to 

share a prayer request, you can either email us at  

prayers@gilbertumc.org or call the church office at 

480-892-9166.  If you have a request that is only for 

the pastor, please indicate that need.  The prayer 

team members will be lifting up your concerns and 

praises in a loving and confidential manner.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
        

1 2Grief share Sur-

viving the holidays  

Dec. 2 and 3  at 

11:30-1:30 on 

zoom    Memorial 

Service for Carol 

Lungren 11:00 

3Commun-

ion Sunday 

First Sunday 

of Advent 

4 5Tuesday   

Morning Bible 

Study 9:15 

6Chat N 

Chew  

Noon   

Wednesday  

Night Bible 

7Christian 

Women's  

Fellowship  

9:30 

8 9 

     
 

 

10Second 

Sunday of 

Advent 

11 12Tuesday 

morning Bible 

study 9:15  
 

13 Chat N 

Chew Noon 

Wednesday  

Night Bible 

study 6:30  

14  15 16 

 

17Third 

Sunday of 

Advent 
 

 

 

 

24fourth 

Sunday of  

Advent 

 

31 

18 

 

 

 

25Christ

mas Day 

Church 

office 

closed  the 

25  

19Tuesday 

morning Bible 

study 9:15  off 

 

 

 

26Tues  

Morning Bible 

9:15  off 

 

20 Chat N 

Chew Noon 

Wednesday  

Night Bible 

study 6:30  

 

 27 

21Book 

Club 11:00 

 
Blue Christ-

mas Service  

6:30 pm 

28 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

29 

23 

 

 

 

 30 

December Calendar of  Events 2023 
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1Happy 

New Year! 

Church 

office 

closed 

2 3Chat N 

Chew Noon  

Wednesday 
Night Bible 

4Christian 

Women's  

Fellowship 

9:30  

5 6 

7Communion 

Sunday 

 8 9 Tues Morning 

Bible 9:15  OFF 

10Chat N 

Chew  

Noon  Wednes-

day Night 

 Bible study 

11 

 
 

 

12 13 

14 15Church 

office 

closed for 

MLK Day 

16Tues Morn-

ing Bible 
9:15   

17 Chat N 

Chew Noon 

Wednesday  
Night Bible 
study 6:30 

18Book 

Club 11:00  

 

 

 

 

19 20Grief share 

every Sat 8:30-

10:00 on zoom 
 

21 22 23Tues Morn.  

Bible9:15  
  

24Chat N 

Chew Noon 

Wednesday 

Night Bible   

study 6:30 

25 26  27 

28 

 

 

 

29 30Tues  

Morning Bible 
9:15 

31Chat N 

Chew Noon 

Wednesday  

Night Bible   

study 530 

   

January Calendar of  Events 2024 
 

C
alen

d
ars 
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Ruby Rosemond Taylor  1 

Ashlee Lane    2 

Danielle Mendoza               3       

Edwin Lillie    5 

Veronica Dailey               7                  

Miriam Phillips-Gill               8      

Linda Allen               10  

Alicia Hemingson              13   

Isabel Grace Jordan              13 

Ernie Broughton             14  

Alexandra Scharff             15  

Jonell Woolsey             19 

Jacqueline Barnhart             20 

George Dailey                          20      

Lindsy Lillie              27 

Barbara Carroll             30          

Phyllis Petrone             31             

B
irth

d
ays / A

n
n

iversaries 
 

December Anniversaries 

Date  Sweet Couple  Years 

      Married 

11  Lydia  and Matt   Ramirez          12  

15 Kristen and Daniel Fonza       10       

20  Jeni and Jeff Hemingson        20      

21  Joyce and Donn Brown              65  

21       Pam and Ed Stressman              55  

24  Jan and Rick Casebolt        52 

31 Danielle and Christopher Mendoza 13 

December  Birthdays 


